ELGIN

less attracted, nor was he in sympathy with the left wing
of the Radical Government, particularly as regards its
attitude to Chinese labour in South Africa. He said that
he declined to be a mere partisan. Perhaps for these
reasons he was not included in Asquith's Cabinet of 1908,
though he is believed to have been offered a marquessate,
which he declined.

His wife had died in 1910; and three years later he
married Gertrude Lilian, daughter of Captain William
Sherbrook, R.N., of Oxton Hall, Nottinghamshire, and
widow of Captain F, C. A. Ogilvy, B.N. In 1914 he
became Chancellor of Aberdeen University, and he was also
Chairman of the Carnegie Trust. He died at Bromhall on
18th January 1917 at the age of sixty-eight. The present
earl is his eldest son.

Elgin had many of the qualities of his father. He was
patient, careful, judicial, able and conscientious. The
two Elgins are the only example of father and son who
held the great office of Viceroy of India. Like his colleagues
in the Government, Aberdeen, Campbell-Bannerman,
Munro-Ferguson and Rosebery, Elgin,was a sound and
sober Scot and a Victorian Liberal, though, like many of
that political faith, he stuck to his own particular standards
and would not always toe the party line. He wore a beard,
disliked uniform and was no great hand at ceremonial. His
lot in India fell in evil times; but he had a fine tradition
of public service which he thoroughly fulfilled with modest
and honest distinction*
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